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“A museum is a not-for-profit, permanent institution in the service of society that researches, collects,
conserves, interprets and exhibits tangible and intangible heritage. Open to the public, accessible and
inclusive, museums foster diversity and sustainability. They operate and communicate ethically,
professionally and with the participation of communities, offering varied experiences for education,
enjoyment, reflection and knowledge sharing.”
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A museum is a non-profit, permanent institution in the service of society and its development, open to
the public, which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits the tangible and
intangible heritage of humanity and its environment for the purposes of education, study and
enjoyment.
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Museums are democratising, inclusive and polyphonic spaces for critical dialogue about the pasts and
the futures. Acknowledging and addressing the conflicts and challenges of the present, they hold
artefacts and specimens in trust for society, safeguard diverse memories for future generations and
guarantee equal rights and equal access to heritage for all people.

Museums are not for profit. They are participatory and transparent, and work in active partnership with
and for diverse communities to collect, preserve, research, interpret, exhibit, and enhance
understandings of the world, aiming to contribute to human dignity and social justice, global equality
and planetary wellbeing.
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The History of the ICOM Museumdefinition

2022.8.24 A museum is a not-for-profit, permanent institution in the service of society that researches, collects,
conserves, interprets and exhibits tangible and intangible heritage. Open to the public, accessible and inclusive, museums
foster diversity and sustainability. They operate and communicate ethically, professionally and with the participation of
communities, offering varied experiences for education, enjoyment, reflection and knowledge sharing.

(In Prague, on 24 August 2022, the Extraordinary General Assembly of ICOM has approved the proposal for the new
museum definition with 92.41%  (For: 487, Against: 23, Abstention: 17 .))

2007

Museum. A museum is a non-profit, permanent institution in the service of society and its development, open to the public,
which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits the tangible and intangible heritage of humanity and
its environment for the purposes of education, study and enjoyment. (ICOM Statutes, adopted by the 22nd General
Assembly (Vienna, Austria, 24 August 2007)

2001

A museum is a non-profit making, permanent institution in the service of society and of its development, and open to the
public, which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and
enjoyment, material evidence of people

and their environment. (ICOM Statutes, amended by the 18th General Assembly (Barcelona, Spain, 6 July 2001)

1995

A museum is a non-profit making permanent institution in the service of society and of its development, and open to the
public which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and
enjoyment, material evidence of people

and their environment. (ICOM Statutes, adopted by the 16th General Assembly (The Hague, Netherlands, 5 September
1989) and amended by the 16th General Assembly (Stavanger, Norway, 1995)

1989

1. A museum is a non-profit making, permanent institution in the service of society and its development, and open to the
public which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and
enjoyment, material evidence of people

and their environment.  (ICOM Statutes, adopted by the 16th General Assembly (The Hague, Netherlands, 5 September
1989)

1974

A museum is a non-profit making, permanent institution in the service of the society and its development, and open to the
public, which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates, and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and
enjoyment, material evidence of man and his environment. (ICOM Statutes, adopted by the 11st General Assembly
(Copenhagen, Danemark, 14 June 1974)

1961

ICOM shall recognise as a museum any permanent institution which conserves and displays, for purposes of a study,
education and enjoyment, collections of objects of cultural or scientific significance. (ICOM Statutes, November 1961;
doc.67-73)

1951
The word museum here denotes any permanent establishment, administered in the general interest, for the purpose of
preserving, studying, enhancing by various means and, in particular, of exhibiting to the public for its delectation and
instruction groups of objects and
specimens of cultural value: artistic, historical, scientific and technological collections, botanical and zoological gardens
and aquariums. Public libraries and public archival institutions maintaining permanent exhibition rooms shall be
considered to be museums.

(ICOM Statutes, July 1951)

1946

The word “museums”includes all collections open to the public, of artistic, technical, scientific, historical or archaeological
material, including zoos and botanical gardens, but excluding libraries, except in so far as they maintain permanent
exhibition rooms.
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